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that Ministries of Rural Development and Drinking Water and Sanitation and
Planning Commission jointly organized a National Workshop of Collectors/DMs of 60 IAP districts on
“Appropriate Development Strategies for effective implementation of Rural Development Schemes in
IAP districts” on September 13, 2011. I am writing to you as a follow-up of the recommendations of
the workshop pertaining to National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP). The
recommendations on which action is requested are as follows:

You may be awa

Special rigs: Special rigs that facilitate faster drilling and casing are required to tackle the
problem of soil strata in some of the IAP districts. Provision has been made under NRDWP guidelines
to purchase rigs/hydro fracturing units with NRDWP (Coverage) funds.

You may like to consider purchasing special rigs required for hilly areas of IAP districts,
wherever required, from the NRDWP funds.

Solar power-based dual-pump mini water supply schemes: IAP districts are
characterized by small remote habitations with large tribal populations and with no power supply or

irregular supply. To cater to such habitations, solar-based dual-pump mini water supply schemes have
been commissioned in more than 160 habitations in Maharashtra. These solar power based dual
pumps can be installed in less than 7 days, can run even during over-cast conditions and provide piped
water to upto 250 persons in a habitation. The average cost per scheme is about Rs.5 lakhs. The pump
can also be operated manually when the solar pump is not working. An outline of the model is enclosed
for your kind perusal.

I strongly believe that this is a very appropriate model for IAP and other districts to provide
piped water supply to small and remote habitations. The solar pumps may be purchased using NRDWP
(Sustainability) funds that is provided on a 100% Central share basis and with subsidy from Ministry of
New & Renewable Energy. The other costs on borewell, piping, tanks etc, may be met from NRDWP
(Coverage) fund on 50:50 share basis.

I request you to kindly consider implementing such schemes, especially in IAP districts.
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Dual Pump Scheme a boon for Rural Women.
Use of Solar Renewable energy.

S.V.DESHPANDE *

Introduction
More than 75 percent of Indi a population lives in rural areas.
85 pem:n'. Rural Water Suppl of"ldla is groundwater based,

Therefore bore well/ Tube weli with hand pump has got most lmportance in their life.
Certainly it is a least cost solution but women have to face number of difficulties
while getting water through it.

e They have to carry water from
a pump away from their houses.

¢ While raining they get wet and in
summer heat troubles.

o When water level depletes efforts are
more painful. |

e In rural areas, generally women have
to face all these drastic effects.

Groundwater Surveys and Development Agency, of Water Supply and Sanitation
Department of Govt. of Maharashtra,(GSDA) realized the plight of rural women and have
come forward with following Innovative and pacifying solutions -

Solar Energy Based Dual Pump Scheme. |

e In this scheme both the Solar Photovoltaic water pump of 900 watts and
hand pump are installed in the single bore well.

e Water supply remains uninterrupted due to functioning of one of the
pump.

o Pumped water is stored in a 5000 liters tank mounted on a pre fabricated
steel structure of 3 m height.

e HDPE tank is used for reducing the welght and easy mounting.

o House to house tap water supply made through this tank.
Roof Top rain water harvesting makes the scheme more sustainable.

Hence this economical and environmentally friendly scheme became one of the most

useful for rural women
Socio- economic scenario in the rural area is deﬁmtely up lifted due to thls

innovation.


















